176                     RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
when one evening, after the gentleman had been with her, and was gone away, her eldest sister and she happened to meet; and the following dialogue between them may further explain the case.
DIALOGUE I.
Eld. SisL Well, sister, how do you go on ? When are we to go and buy wedding-clothes ?
SisL Nay, I don't know; e'en when you will, I think: I don't know what we stay for, not I.
Eld. Sist. Prythee let's have done with it then ; I want to call him brother; then I can talk freely to him.
SisL Why you may call him brother now, can't you ? You see he calls you sister already, as naturally as if we were all of a breed.
Eld. Sist. Ay, so did somebody else, you know, and yet made a two-year's piece of work of it afterwards for all that.
(She means the gentleman that courted the third sister.)
Sist. Yes, yes, I remember it; but I'll assure you I am none of those; I'll either make an end of it one way, or make an end of it another way, in less than so many months.
Eld. Sist. Perhaps your objections are not so just as hers.
Sist. I dont enter into her scruples, I assure you.
Eld. Sist. I hope you have not her occasion.
Sist. Nay, I don't know what occasion she had? not I.
Eld. Sist. Nay, hold, sister; don't say so, neither; without doubt her occasion was very just; and you